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Masmoudi Quartet
The Masmoudi Quartet, created by Tunisian oud player Mo-
hamed Masmoudi, is a Montreal based group composed 
of four talented musicians of diverse backgrounds. Moha-
med Masmoudi is the artistic director of the project, with 
over 30 years of experience as a musician on the national 
and international scenes. His path has been forged by a 
rich variety of influences, such as classical, jazz and world 
music - especially of the Middle East. The inspiration for 
this project is built around his knowledge of Eastern music: 
a long-held tradition based on the mastering of maqamat 
(modes). Masmoudi’s own compositions are at the heart of 
this project, accompanied by those of his peers: Guillaume 
Martineau (piano), Simon Pagé (double bass) and Gabriel 
Paquin-Buki (clarinet). Together, the four musicians per-
fectly balance, creating beautifully written arrangements 
and surprising and stunning improvisations. In the reper-
toire that they arranged during a recent artistic residency 
at the Centre des Musiciens du Monde (Montreal, Canada), 
the Eastern sounds of the oud are adorned with those of 
classical, jazz and Eastern Europe brilliantly brought forth 
via the piano, double bass and clarinet.
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Mohamed Masmoudi
After 5 years of extensive music studies at Sfax Conservatory of Music in 
Tunisia, his country of origin, Mohamed Masmoudi pursued his training in 
classical music at the University of Moncton (NB, Canada). Alongside men-
tors, he also refined his knowledge of jazz and a variety of music reper-
toires from the world, mastering several instruments such as the oud (the 
Arabic lute), the double bass, as well as classical guitar. His talents brought 
him to work together with many jazzmen in Montreal, all the while being a 
member of the Manouche Jazz Band Gadjo Swing and founder and bassist 
of his own jazz group So What Jazz. It is while collaborating on the produc-
tion of Sherazade, les 1001 Nuits as a skillful oud player that he made the 
encounter of the future members of his celebrated group, Sokoun Trio. 
Together, they have won many awards, including the Canadian Folk Music 
Award in 2010. 

Over the years, Mohamed has shared the stage with leading musicians and 
ensembles, exploring a wide range of world music repertoires with artists 
such as Oumou Soumaré and Musa Dieng Kala (Senegal), Liu Fang (China), 
OktoEcho (Modern Classical Music), Jorge Martinez (flamenco), Francine 
McLure (French folklore), Patrick Watson (rock), and Catherine Potter (In-
dian music). He performed at the Montreal Jazz festival, the Harvest Jazz 
& Blues Festival (NB, Canada), the prestigious World Sacred Music Festival 
(Morocco), the International Festival of Carthage (Tunisia) where he acted 
as music director for American artist Jennifer Grout, Festival Cultural Zaca-
tecas (Mexico), the Arab World Festival and the Festival International Nuits 
d’Afrique (Canada), just to name a few.

As a composer, Mohamed has written original pieces for numerous ar-
tists, in addition to producing soundtracks for tales and cinema. Years of 
experience and talent as a composer, producer and performer have now 
embarked him on a new project, one that he has been considering for a 
long time, his own Eastern Jazz Quartet.
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Guillaume Martineau
Revelation Radio-Canada Jazz 2015-2016, Guillaume 
Martineau is distinguished by his creativity as a pianist. 
Martineau graduated from Berklee College of Music in 
Boston in 2012 with both the North American Scho-
larship and Zambelli Award. Holding a master’s degree 
in Piano Performance from McGill University and ha-
ving won the Grand Prix at the Canadian Music Com-
petition in 2009, Guillaume’s career to-date reflects 
his versatility as a pianist and artist throughout many 
different genres. Having been the guest soloist for six 
different symphonic orchestras, his musical career has 
expanded beyond Quebec, as he has performed in ve-
nues across Canada, the United States, Japan, France, 
Switzerland, and Austria.

Gabriel Paquin-Buki

Renowned on the Montreal concert scene for his subtle 
playing and diversified performances, Gabriel Paquin-Buki 
is a graduate of the Université de Montréal, where he 
completed a Bachelor of Music degree in Performance 
under the supervision of Jean-François Normand. In 2010, 
he founded Oktopus, an octet specializing in music from 
Eastern Europe (klezmer, Balkan), with whom he has gi-
ven over 200 concerts in Quebec, Canada, and Europe. 
His arrangements and compositions, which can be heard 
on the albums Lever l’encre and Hapax, have garnered 
nominations for Juno and Canadian Folk Music awards.

Simon Pagé

Simon Pagé is a renown double bass player from 
Montreal and an in-demand musician for various music 
scenes, from jazz to pop to world music. The double bass 
player of Bernard Adamus on various tours in Quebec 
and Europe, Pagé has also been seen playing with many 
jazz artists such as Rachel Therrien, Guillaume Marti-
neau, Yannick Rieu, Jacques Kuba Séguin, as well as with 
Zale Seck (Sénégal), Yoel Diaz (Cuba), and Carina Loren-
zo (Flamenco), just to name a few. A performer with 
outstanding improvisational skills, Pagé has also made 
appearances in TV shows, such as Galas ComediHa! 

© Marc  Bachrohr

© Marc  Bachrohr

© Marc  Bachrohr



Booking

Caroline Marcoux-Gendron, project manager
diffusion@centredesmusiciens.com

5043 Saint-Dominique
Montreal, Canada
H2T 1V1

Listen and Watch...

Masmoudi Quartet - making of

Masmoudi Quartet - performances on stage

« Un passé d’espoir »

« Khzema »

« Fiddling Around »
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqIrERp3nsg
https://youtu.be/cz3aJvMU6yM
https://youtu.be/ZobevGJLgDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqLdOZ8LqeU&feature=youtu.be

